Lord’s Day Worship
January 9, 2022
*(Asterisk) indicates Please stand as you are able.

PRAISE
* Call to Worship

* Opening Hymn “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing"

RENEWAL
* Prayer of Confession (unison)

Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and
new life, making us part of the body of Christ. We
confess that we remain preoccupied with ourselves,
separated from sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling
to destructive habits, hold grudges, and show
reluctance to welcome one another; we allow the past
to hold us hostage. In your loving kindness, have mercy
on us, and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises
you make in baptism so that we may rise to new life,
and live together in grace, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. (silent prayer)

* Song "How Rich a Treasure We Possess"
Installation of New Deacons & Ruling Elders
Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

COMMITMENT
Offering
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 43:1-7
* Hymn "On Jordan's Muddy Shore"
New Testament Reading Luke 3:15-22

Sermon “He will Baptize with the Holy Spirit”
Prayer
* Affirmation of Faith — The Apostles’ Creed (c. 3™ century)

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and is seated on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from there he shall come to judge the living
and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy
universal Church, the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and
the life everlasting. Amen.

* Closing Song “How Great is Our God"

* Benediction

* Dismissal
Church, where are you going?

We go forth to serve God’s world as those who love
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Glory to God!

The Strap of His Sandals

John answered them all saying, “I baptize you with water,
but he who is mightier than | is coming, the strap of whose
sandals | am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and with fire.” (Luke 3:16, ESV)

If there’s one thing we Americans believe in, it’'s equality.
It's in our founding creed: “We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal . ..” We may not
always live up to it, but our ideal is that every person stands
equal with every other. It's why we’ve always rejected
European notions of nobility and aristocracy. Americans
don’t bow or curtsy, even to those in high office. We hold
our heads up, side-by-side, as equals. So, if | may be so bold,
there’s something distinctly un-American about the gospel.

The Christ whose birth we celebrate at Christmas comes to
us humbly as one of us, but emphatically not as our equal.
He is infinitely more graceful, more powerful, more worthy
than we re. Next to him, well, we’re not worthy to stoop
down and tie his shoes. John the Baptist got this right, and
so must we if we would prepare for Christ’s coming. John
wasn’t putting himself down, he was lifting Christ up as he
who is mightier than I.

To borrow a phrase from Mark Twain, the difference
between Jesus and John the Baptist was the difference
between the lightning and the lightning bug. John baptized
with water, and it was powerful. But John prophesied of
Jesus: He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
And the great surprise of the gospel is that He will give his
Holy Spirit not to the high and mighty, but to the lowly and
humble who will receive Him. It’s as if the King stopped his
carriage to get out and embrace street urchins and say, “You
are my lost children. Come and live with me.” The coming of
Christ is our coming into true manhood and womanhood,
children of our heavenly Father through the indwelling of
His Spirit.
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“...so that Jesus Christ might come to have first place in
everything.” Colossians 1:18 (b) NRSV

January 9, 2022 | Pastor Phil Moran
“He Will Baptize with the Holy Spirit”
Luke 3:15-22
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